NOTES

go in the summer months when the neighbouring city
gets too hot and sultry.

To the West Riding

John Boynton Priestley (b. 1894), novelist, playwright, and
broadcaster, as well as the author of several critical works
on English literature, is probably one of the best known
of contemporary writers. A native of Bradford, he has
always remained a Yorkshireman in outlook and interests,
and has the typical Northerner's affection for and faith in
the average man. By some critics he has been styled the
modern Dickens. He was educated at Bradford Grammar
School and Trinity Hall, Cambridge, and served in the
Great War of 1914-1918, first with the Duke of Welling-
ton's and then with the Devonshire Regiment. His chief
novels are "The Good Companions" (1929), "Angel
Pavement" (1930), and "They Walk in the City"
(1936). His most popular play is probably " Laburnum
Grove " (1933)9 though more important from many points
of view are his three " time " plays, " Time and the
Conways " (1937), " I Have Been Here Before" (1937),
and "Johnson Over Jordan " (1939). " English Journey "
is the record of a tour by car through the north of England.
P. 15,1. i. The route I had originally planned: He had come
from Leicester to Nottingham and intended going on to
Staffordshire and the Potteries.

1. 3. Kitchener's Army battalion : In the early years of the
Great War of 1914-1918 Lord Kitchener raised a volunteer
army for service in France. Priestley was in it.
P. 17,1. 14. Its famous crooked spire : The spire of the parish
church of Chesterfield (Derbyshire) is twisted owing to the
warping of the wooden beams inside.

1. 25. Old Breughel's enchanting pictures : Jan Breughel, more
correctly Brueghel (1568-1625), Flemish painter of flowers,
fruit, and rustic scenes, usually called " Old Breughel"
to distinguish kirn from his son of the same name, who was
also a painter.

P. 18,1. 18, Cousin Silence: an amusing and somewhat in-
competent country justice in Shakespeare's " King Henry
IV," Part II.

My Uncle Toby : the eccentric Captain Shandy, uncle of
the hero of Laurence Sterne's novel " Tristram Shandy "

1. 19. Mr. Micawber: the feckless but super-optimistic
character in Dickens's " David Copperfield." He was
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